FLAG DAY

authorities. You will read her my letter, and add a few
complimentary remarks to the effect that these flags are
evidence of the courage of the French troops, and of the
successes they have won in three battles. I believe that there
are only 16 flags; the other 4 were lost.

When the Empress has replied to your speech, you will
have the flags taken to the Invalides. On this occasion I
want you also to carry about 100 flags, 6 of them English,
which were captured in Spain. They are to be carried with-
out special ceremony; but you will give orders that the 6
English flags taken at Albuera are to be ceremonially
restored to the Invalides. As for the 16 flags, you must put
up a marble tablet in the Invalides with this inscription:
Tlags captured at the battles of Wachau, Leipzig, and
Hanau/ and add my letter to the Empress. The 40 flags I
captured at the battle of Dresden were unluckily left
behind in that town.

You have known for a long time what I think of these
military functions; but at the present moment I fancy they
will be useful. I needn't tell you that each flag must be
carried by an officer on horse-back, and that the procession
must be in full parade order. As I have no time to write to
the Arch-chancellor, show him my letter, and arrange
with him to make this ceremony as magnificent as possible.

[CoRRESP., xxvi, 20854. The battle of Dresden was in August: the
affair at Wachau preceded the 'battle of the nations' at Leipzig in
October: the fighting at Hanau was during the retreat to the Rhine.]
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LOUIS AGAIN

TO MADAME MERE

MATENCE, November 6, 1813.

MADAME, and dearest Mother; I hear by telegraph that
Louis has arrived at your house. I send you a copy of his
letter to me.

If he has come as a French prince, to stand by the throne,
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